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Associated Press :

ATLANTA:~~Tii a troubling tever-
sal, the nation’s teen bivth rate rose
for the first time in 15 vears, sur-
prising government heaith officials
who had no immediate sxplanation.
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 The birth rate had been drop-
ping since its peak, in 1991, although
the decline had slowed in recent
years, On Wednesdayv, government
statisticians said it vose 3 percent
from 2005 1o 2006,

funding for a_bstinence@nly- health .
educstion Brograms. that do not |
teach how to 1ge condoms and othey
tontraception.
Some key sex

_ Bally transmitted
disease rates have '

been rising, includ.

ing syphilis, gonorrhiea and chlamy-
dia. The visihg teen pregrancy rate
' is part of the same phenomenon,
- said Dr. Carol Hogue, an Emory
. University professor of maternal
. and c¢hild health.
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U.S. health officials said it was pos- :
sibly a one-year statistiéal blip and’
not the start of 2 new upward trend.

But several experts said they
have been expecting a jump. They

. blame the rise.un increased federal

“It’s not rocket science,” she said.

The new report i¢ based oh a
review of more than 99 percent of the .
birth certificates from last vear by
the U.5. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.



