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There are five main brainstorming strategies: clustering, cubing, looping, journalistic questions, and analogies/metaphors. With a six-sided die, or a homemade cube, assign each of the strategies listed on this handout a number (the sixth side can be a wildcard or student’s choice). Have the student roll the die to designate where to begin the brainstorming activities.  This will allow the student to have a hands-on approach for generating ideas.
· Clustering or Webbing: 

Start with a central idea. Write it in the center of a piece of paper. Jot down words or phrases that relate to your main idea on post-it notes or scratch paper. Physically move your ideas around, branching similar concepts together. 
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· Cubing: 
To allow your kinesthetic learner to consider six different points of view, again, toss a six-sided die, each side representing a different point of view to consider when writing a paper.

1. Describe it. (colors, shapes, etc.)

2. Compare it. (What is it similar to?)

3. Associate it. (What does it make you think of?)

4. Analyze it. (How is it made?)

5. Apply it. (How can you use it?)

6. Argue. (For or against it?)
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· Looping:

Have the student freewrite for a few minutes. After he/she is finished, review the writing, stopping periodically to circle or highlight words, phrases, and concepts that interest the student. Allow the student to freewrite again, this time restricting the topic to the circled ideas. Continue this process until the student has focused his or her idea down to what he or she wants to write about. 
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· Journalistic Questions: 

Use role playing to have the student ask the six basic journalistic questions to get to the root of a topic.

· Who?

· What?

· When?

· Where?

· Why?

· How?

With these six questions, have the student act as a journalist, posing questions to the tutor. The tutor will take on the role of the ‘topic’, answering questions to help the student to think of possible answers to these questions.  For example, if a student brings in a topic for a paper on Angelina Jolie, the tutor may reply with answers like, “I am Angelina Jolie. I was born in Los Angeles, California.” If a computer is available, attempt to discover potential answers if you are unfamiliar with the topic.
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· Analogies and Metaphors:

With two different objects found in your writing center, encourage the student to create a relationship between the two objects. This can be as simple as asking, “What’s similar about a clock and a picture or a stapler and a string?” The response may be, “A clock is like a picture because they both hang on walls,” or “A stapler is like a piece of string because they can connect things together.” Allow the student to think outside of the box to relate the objects. Also, if possible, let the student touch the objects, using physical action to reveal relationships.
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Pets





Spaying and neutering





Euthanasia





Ethics





Should it be legal?





Humane?





Strict codes 


vs. �looser regulations





Indoor space vs. open lawns





City life vs. Country life








� Adapted from online course material from Daniel Kies (DuPage College): http://papyr.com/hbp/discours.htm





